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agreement merely obligating the two Governments to take
counsel with one another in case of danger, betrayed the
divergence of views which still separated Paris and St.
Petersburg. France, in constant dread of an attack from
across the Rhine and with the secret hope of some day
recovering the lost provinces, thought mainly of war with
Germany. She did not at this time greatly desire Russian
support in North Africa or China, because, as later events
showed, she coulcl always come to a compromise agreement
with Italy and England in these regions. Nor did the
French wish the Russians to open the Dardanelles and
control Constantinople. Giers, on the other hand, felt no
great hostility to Germany, He and Alexander III were
still anxious to maintain the traditional friendship between
the two countries* They did not want an alliance directed
primarily against the Hohenzollerns and dreaded being
drawn into a war against Germany in support of French
revanche. For Russia the main enemy was England, who
blocked the Russian colossus both at the Straits and in the
Middle East. But France naturally had no desire to pull
these distant chestnuts out of the fire to please her new
Russian friends.
Owing to this divergence of interests, as well as to the
sickness of Giers and the Tsar's persistent distrust of the
French, it was many months before the French were able to
give the Entente a more binding and practical form. Upon
Giers' visit to Paris in November, 1891, Ribot pointed out
to him the danger that Germany might make a sudden sur-
prise attack, which would find Russia and France unpre-
pared. They would not have time to take adequate
measures of defense before an irrevocable disaster might
overwhelm them, so long as they merely "agreed to come
to an understanding." It would be far more valuable and
practical to come to an understanding beforehand, in time
of peace, as to all the military arrangements which should